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CONTROVERSIAL. producing the same feelings of conviction and 
— = = conversion, that you old experienced saints 





DIALOGUE. 

Some years ago, during a religious revival in 
the Town of in Vermont, a Mr. , an 
Universalist preacher, riding through the place 
was overtaken by a Doctor Mac, who was a 
Deacon of a Calvinist Church; when the fol- 








‘lowing conversation was commenced by the 


Doctor. 

Dr. Good News, Sir, 1 have glorious news 
to tell you. 

Mr. Ah! indeed Dr. and what is the news? 

Dr. Why Sir, the Lord is in working 
wonders by his spirit. There is a great revi- 
val, and many souls are daily-converted. 

Mr. i am glad of it Dr, for [know of no place 
where areformation was more needed.—But 
Dr. there is one thing which is a matter of 
some surprisc withme, It is this, Many of 
those cenyerts conre forward, celate an experi- 
ence, and you receive ‘their word for the gen- 
uineness of their religion, when in temporal 
concerns vou wou!d not take their word, or 
trust them the value of six cents. 

Dr. I know it, but I think we have sufficient 
evidence that itisthe work of God. It will 
do to take them into the church. 

Mr. Well Dr. time will determine the mat- 
ter. You recollect the reformation in the towns 
of and ; and you know what has been 
the result. Assoon as the revival died away, 
they began to examine into each other’s charac- 
tors, and the genuineness of their experience. 
Quarrels ensued, and after numberless church 
meetings, and excommunicating a large propor- 
tion of those whom they had received during 
thé revival, they were able once more to enjoy 

ce; and twelve months hence, you and I 
can determine better as to this revival. 

Dr. Ah, Sir, it is unfortunately the case, that 
there are always some who prove hypocrites. 

Mr. But Dr. it surely is not the work of the 
Lord to make men hypocrites ? 

Dr. Gh no, by no means, but it is always the 
case, that when the Lord begins a good work 
among men the Devil will always set himself 
to work at the same time and place. 

Mr. Wefl Dr. butasthe nf wares whom you 
say is worked upon by the Devil, relates an 
experience similar to those who are converted 
by the spirit of God, and with the same appar- 
ent sincerity, is it not a little singular, that God 
and the Devil should work so exactly alike, 

















that have been serving God, and walking in 
the way of holiness for twenty years ‘or more, 
nay, that your ministers who profess to know so 
much of the spirit of God in all its operations, 
are not able to distinguish which is the work of 
God, and which is not, but as cordially receive 
him who is operated upon by the spirit of the 
Devil, as him who is conyerted by the spirit of 
of God, and time alone trying the character 
enables you to find the hypocrite? Would 
it not then be well Dr. for you to wait awhile, 
as you cannot determine by the relation, the 
exercises of a person’s mind, that you may dis- 
cover the genuine convert from the hypocrite ? 

Dr.I don’t know but it might be well enough, 
but we think it best to bring them at once into 
the church. 

Mr. Dr. how many hypocrites do you think 
will prove to be in ? 

Dr. I do notknow, It is not for me to say, 
but it is probable there will be some. 

Mr. Perhaps Dr. there may be twerity ? 

Dr. Oh yes. It would be remarkable if there 
were not as much as twenty among such a num- 
ber. 

Mr. Perhaps there may be forty, fifty, or e- 
ven one half? 

Dr. Why there may be, but I hope for better 
things I cannot believe there will be so many 
hypocrites as one half. 

Mr. You admit there may be as many as 
half, and for aoght you know more? 

Dr. Yes there may be, but I do not believe 
there will. 

Mr. Now Dr. you have called this revival 
the work of God, might I not with as much 
propriety say, it is the work of the Devil. 

Dr. You may call it so if you please, but I 
should not dare to say so for the world. 

Mr. But Dr. youacknowledge that some wil} 
prove to be hypocrites. That itis the work 
of the Devilto make men hypocrites. One 
half oreven more may prove hypocrites.—The 
work is soexactly similar that you are not able 
to distinguish, Now Dr. according to your 
own acknowledgment, have you any more evi- 
dence to prove this revival is the work of God, 
than that it isthe work of the Devil ? 

Dr. You may say what you please about it, 
but I say it is the work of God. 

The Doctor attended conference in the eve 
ning, spouted away about the wickedness of U 
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niversalists, and said, he that day had fallen in- 
to company with a Universalist preacher, to 
whom he undertook to. relate the glorious work 
the Lord was carrying on in the town, but that 
he Jaughed at him, and said it was allthe work 
of the Devil. 


ABSURDITIES AND CONTRADICTIONS, 

The doctrine of endless misery is fraught 
with all that is extravagant and irrational ; it is 
replete with contradiction and absurdity. It 
would be almost an endless employment to enu- 
merate all the follies attendant upon that scheme. 
In this communication, I will notice a few of 
the many inccnsistencies of which this system 
is composed. 

The advocates for this scheme suppose, or 
maintain, that all men sinned in Adam, and be- 
came liable, or exposed to all the horrors of an 
eternity of torture. But in the same breath they 
tell us that all the elect were given to Christ, 
and were consequently sure of salvation from 
eternity! Now, how is it possible that all are 
exposed to endless death, when the salvation of 
the eLect has ever been sure? In the one 
sentence, they tell us, that all are exposed to 
endless wretchedness, and in the other, that the 
elect never were thus exposed, 

They tell us, that the scriptures teach end- 
less misery in the clearest terms possible ; and 
in justification of this, they cite passages which 
assert that unbelievers shall be, or are damned, 
Since sinners, say they, ore damned it is not 
possible that they can be made happy. All 
who are damned must be miserable forever.— 
But when addressing their self-styled elect, they 
inform them that they were in a state of dam- 
nation, -but were snatched therefrom by the 
special agency of (sod. This damnation ne- 
cessarily means endless misery ; but the elect 
experience it only for a season ! 

They tell us that men are not elected on ac- 
count of their good works, or any thing virtu- 
ousin them. But on the other hand they say, 
if the elect were as vicious, or as sinful as oth- 
er men, they would come short of salvation ! 
Or in other words, goed works are sinful in 
the sight of God, but these are the only condi- 
tions on which eternal blessedness is suspended. 
That is, if they were destitute of those works 
which are sinful in their nature, they will be 
rejected and excluded from glery ! 

Christ, we are gravely told, died for the 
whole world ; but the elect only have any in- 
terestin Jesus ! The gospel is glad tidings to 
all people, but it will increase the misery of all 
thenen-elect. Christ is the Saviour of the world 
but all who belong to the world will perish! 
All men may be saved if they will, but God 
has fixed some in eternal anguish by an irrevo- 
cable decree ! The damned will be punished 
in the presence of the holy angels and in pre- 
sence of the Lamb, for the wicked shall be 
banished from the presence of God eternally ! 
Ip Adam ali men died eternally, and ell this 


| was executed in one day! Every sin is infinite, 
but one infinite atonement cancels all the sins 
of the whole world ; «and this infinite atone- 
ment is made by the human, that is, the finite 
nature of Jesus Christ ! God is just, and his 
justice requires the endless death of every 
offender; therefore the elect will be sav- 
ed ! God 1s just, and if he had been just with 
his creatures, all would, long ere this, have been 
in irrecoverable ruin! Infants are totally cor- 
rupt, but are increased in wickedness ever: 

moment ! ; 

Every act of the unrégenerate is sinful. 
therefore it is their duty to seek an interest in 
Christ ! God and he ouly, can change the hearts 
of sinners, therefore it is their duty to change 
their own hearts! Every sinner can repent ot 
his sins, and glorify God, therefore God will 
be glorified in the eternal suffering of his crea- 
tures ! 

What floods of confusion are here! That 
person who can. swallow down these, and an 
hundred other inconsistencies, is prepared to be 
the dupe of deluders, and the advocate for ig- 
norance, But such is the perversion of the 
gospel at the present day, that men are branded 
as infidels unless they will receive these incon- 
sistencies as gospel truths, and feast upon ab- 
surdities too gross to bear a moment’s consider- 
ation. From such inconsistencies, the Lord in 
mercy save us.—Re!. Ing. 
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ELECTION AND REPROBATION. 

The reader will readily perceive, that the reasons 
assigned, in my first number, why men of piety weep, 
when they remember Zion, comprehended among 
other topics, the doctrine of election and reprobation. 

We believe in those doctrines, in a sense; and 
we believe in them because they are founded in the 
fitness of things, and because they are supported by 
scripture, but we must differ greatly from the gener- 
ally received opinion. The principle, against which 
1 shall contend is comprehended in the following 
sentence, viz. ‘God out of his mere good pleasure 
from all eternity elected some to everlasting life, did 
enter into 2 covenant of grace to deliver them out of 
a state of sin and misery, and to bring them into a 
state ofsalvation by aredeemer.’ Here them, twice 
Tepeated, means the some, who are elected. If some, 
only are elected, the rest are as certainly reprobat- 
ed; and if this election and reprobation are expres- 
sions of God’s purpose, then nothing can be added 
to the one, nor taken from the the other. This ap- 
pears to be logically conclusive. Now as all God’s 
purposes or decrees are from himself and, are of 
course, eternal; the consequence would be, that the 
reprobate was made, designed and preserved for a 
time in this world, to be endlessly miserable in an- 
other. Nothing can be more unquestionable than 
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Hence it follows, 


of God mean the same thing. 
that it is the will of God, that all men (excepting 
the some, who are elected) should be miserable to 
all eternity; that as he made the elect for glory, so 
he made the non-elect or reprobate for damnation, 
and that the final destiny of the one is as agreeable 


to his will as that of the other. We have thus far 
steered clear of the least exaggeration ; the princi- 
ple involves allthe consequences mentioned, be- 
sides other, which we shall mention, equally absurd 
and. contradictory to reason and revelation. Our 
opponents are cautious of asserting the absolute rep- 
robation of the non-eleci; notwithstanding, if some 
are elected to everlasting life, the rest of mankind 
are as certainly reprobated to everlasting misery ; 
because God is not without a will or purpose res- 
pecting any of his creatures. We will now weigh 
this doctrine in the balance of the sanctuary and see 
whether it be agreeable to the scriptures. 2 Peter, 
iii. 9. The Lord is not slack concerning his prom- 
ise as some men count slackness, but is long-suffer- 
ing to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance. Acts, xvii. 
30, And the times of this ignorance God winked at ; 
but now commandeth all men every where to repent. 
Ezek. xxxiii. 10. As I Jive saith the Lord God I have 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked: but that the 
wicked turn from his ways and live: turn ye, turn 
ye, from your vile ways, &e. With many other 
places of like import. 

Now it is utterly impossible for me to reconcile 
these scriptures with eternal reprobation, or to make 
it appear consistent, that God should decree or wiil 
the endless death of the sinuer, and yet declare with 
an oath that he was unwilling that he should die.— 
God is not willing that any should perish, and yet 
he has (by his own decree or will) made the endless 
damnation of the mon-elect, inevitable. If words 
can express a contradiction, or if one sentence can 
overthrow another so as to make it void of truth; 
then the texts, which I have produced, make the 
doctrine of endless reprobation to be a lie and its 
pretensions nothing worth. Again, what propriety 
can any person see between commanding all men 
every where to repent and a previous, endless, inev. 
itable doom of damnation. If God, by a decree has 
doomed the non-leet to endless misery, and this de- 
eree be unalterable, why does he yet command them 
torepent? The clashing of these texts with the 
doctrine of endless reprobation, we should think, 
was sufficient to overthrow it; but lest a doubt 
should remain, or our opponents should argue that 
theunwillingness of God that sinners should die, 
does not mean his positive will against it; let us 
bring some more evidence. Ephesians, i. 9, 10.— 
Having made known unto us the mystery of his wiil, 
according to his good pleasure, which he hath pur- 
posed in himself; that in the dispensation of the ful- 
ness.of times, he might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth; even in him. Thus is God’s 
will, his good pleasure, and his purpose, not in the 


"God our Saviour in all things. 





endless reprobation of one creature, but in gather. 
ing them all togetherinChrist. Col. i. 19,20, For 
it pleased the Father, that in him (Christ) should all 
fulness dwell, and by him to reconcile all things ‘to 
himself, &c. 2 Corinth. v.18, 19. To wit, that God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto bimself not 
imputing their trespasses unto them, and committed 
unto us the ministry of reconciliation. Tim, 1 ii. 
3, 4. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour; who will have all men to be sav- 
ed and come unto the knowledge of the truth. .'Ti- 
tus, ii. 10, 11. That they may adorn the doctrine of 
For the grace of God 
that bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared.— 
Now all these texts ate afull and positive proof, that 
God does will, purpose and determine the reconcilia- 
tion and salvation of all men; and if so, it is impos- 
sible to reconcile these scriptures with eternal rep- 
robation. Godisnot only unwilling that any should 
perish but he wills, purposes and determines that all 
shall be saved. Hence there can. be no decree of 
endless reprobation. ‘This universal restitution is 
spoken of by all God’s holy prophets since the world 
began. Acts, iii. 21. All the types under the legal 
dispensation, which are, likewise, fulfilled in the an- 
titypes under the gospel, are full to the purpose.— 
There is nothing in the whole typical dispensation 
which hes the appearance of endless reprobation, 
but the reverse. When the gospel, which is the 
substance of the types, was introduced, it was glad 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
The law itselfis a full proof ofthis point; for the re- 
quirement,binding on allmen to loveGodwith all their 
soul,atrength, &c, prove to demonstration that God 
lovesall; but if he has reprobated a part of mankind 
to. endless misery, that part of the human family are 
loved of God, nor could they, with any propriety be 
required to love him, But al] are required to love 
God, consequently all are loved by him. Thus the 
law preaches the gospel by way of consequence, and 
thus, the doctrine of endless reprobation for even 
one of the human family is, I think, completely o- 
verthrown. 

Our opponents argue, that the doctrine against 
which I am contending is reasonable; because, al! 
were sinners and could have no claim to mercy; 
that, therefore, God hath the right to bestow or not 
to bestow his mercy on all or a part as seemed good 
im his sight. In answer to this, we reply; that if 
God has a right or can consistently save or extend 
his mercy to offending creatures, we are assured that 
his disposition willlead himto doit. Tam assured, 
that earthly parents, who can consistently bestow 
forgiveness on, and great favors to, an: offending 
child, or on any other inimical person, would fall 
short of what God requires of him should he refuse 
to do so; nor would his refusal make him like God; 
for God is kind to the evil and unthankful. The 
truth of God’s universal mercy. to man is, I consider, 
granted when it is acknowledged that God has a 
right thus to be merciful; for we Know that this ic 
his nature or disposition, There ié but one argu- 
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ment more that shall be used at this time, viz. as 
wonderful and as strange as God’s love to sinful man 
is, yet his hatred to him.would be much more strange 
or wonderful. Grace from God is wonderful on ac- 
count of its greatness or extent, but the display of it 
is not so wonderful, because it is the nature of God 
to be mereiful: but if love should become hatred, 
and mercy should become revenge; then would our 
wonder be at the highest pitch, because it would ap- 
pearthat God had changed. Now if God be hatred 
instead of love, then a part or all mankind may be 
reprobated ta endless misery, but if he be love and 
unchangeably so that doctrine cannotbetrue, Hav- 
ing, as I hope, sufficiently disproved the doctrine of 
the endless reprobation of a part or all of mankind, 
it will follow of course that the election of a part only 
to endless life cannot be true, because this would 
establish the doctrine of the reprobation of the rest, 
(which we have disproved,) the consequence is, 
that all are elected to eternal life ot none; and in 
case none ere elected to eternal life, then it fol- 
lows, that all are reprobated to eternal death, and 
this will prove that God is hatred and not love.— 
Now let our adversaries choose, which of the twain 
they believe to be correct, (for it must fall on one of 
these two) whether universal election to eternal life ; 

or universal reprobation to’eternal death. I, for my- 
self, shall advocate the former, viz. that al! the hu- 
man family are elected in Christ as his elect body, 

of which body, Christ is the elect head. Christ is by 
way of eminence called the elect; he is said 
to be the head of every man; the head of the church, 
which is his body; he is said to be the head of all 
principality and power, might and dominion and ev- 
ery-name that is named not ouly in this worhl, but 
in that also, which is to come. Now what can we 
gather from all this, but that God chose, appointed, 
ordained, decreed or elected Christ to be the head of all 
mankind their tawgiver, their judge, their king, and 
Saviour? Is not he the propitiation for all? did 
not he taste death for all ? He gave himself a ran- 
om forall, and he came to seek and save that, 
which was lost, and God has proposed to gather to- 
gether in one all things in Christ. Thus Christ is 
the elect head of mankind. If Christ be the elect 
head of all mankind, then all mankind, comprehend. 
ing both Jews and Gentiles, are his elect body, oth- 
erwise there would be a head without a body, which 
would be contrary to nature. Now the purpose, or 
will of God, or his decree, is the same as his elec- 
tion. If, therefore, he has purposed or willed the 

salvation of all men in Christ, it will follow, that all 

are elected in Christ ; and if all are elected in Christ, 

then it is certain that all mankind are his mystical or 
elect body. 

It will, hence, be seen, that, although, there be an 
election to eternal life; yet there is no reprobation 
to eternal death, for if all are elected to this eter- 
gal life, then there can be none to be reprobated, 


That the Church of Christ is composed of all the 
human family, or that every individual of the human 
race is comprehended by the church, is abundantly 


inculecated in the sacred writings. ‘The whole fami 
ly of man, is included in Christ’s Church. Hence 
the election of all as Christ’s body is the doctrine of 
the bible. God has purposed in himself, that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times.to gather to 
gether, in one, all things in Christ. Ephesians, i. 10. 

Having, thus, established the doctrine of the elec- 
tion of all men in Christ to eternal life, on the ruins 
of the current opinion that some, only, are clected 
and the rest reprobated to endless misery; I will, in 
the next place, endeavourto explain a number of 
texts, which are generally thought to mean the e- 
lection and reprobation, which we have disproved; 
likewise, shew that the clection of some and rep- 
robation of others, as to this life, is uccording to 
scripture. The case of Esau and Jaccb is explain” 
ed, by our opponents as proving their endlpss rep- 
robation and election, whereas to me it means no 
such thing. God has determined, before the chil- 
dren were born or had done any good or evil, that 
the elder should serve the younger. What did Gad de- 
termine? Gid he determine Jacob for endless happi- 
ness and Esau for endless burnings? The account nei- 
ther declares nor intimates any such thing. It simply 
states, that Esau the elder should serve Jacob the 
younger. Gen. xxv. 23. Rom. ix. 12. God, for reasons 
best known to himself, determined this before these 
children were born. Accordingly, it terminated as 
God purposed. Jacob was set before Esau, he had 
the pre-eminence, was the progenitor of the Messi- 
ah; tohim were the privileges of the law given and 
his posterity became the visible cyvenant people of 
God, while Esau, as to these privileges, was reject- 
ed. I consider these temporal! advantages and spir- 
itual privileges enjoyed in time, as comprehending 
all these blessings, which God designed for Jacob, or 
which Jacob enjoyed ubove Esau. 
and no other, was Jacob loved and Esau hated. Mal. 
i. 2,3; Rom. ix, 13. I see not the least possibl« 
reason why, any person should conclude, that end 
less election to life, in the case of Jacob, or repro- 
bation to endless death, in the case of Esau, should 
be understood from this passage. 


In this sense, 


T. G. 
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CONSCIENCE. 
To the Editors of the Gospel Advocate. 


GenTLEMeN—In compliance with your re- 
quest I send you the following conimunication. 
It was not writtén, however, from the want of 
other ‘employment, but that you might be ena- 
bled, more clearly to comprehend my meaning, 
and understand my propositions and arguments. 
AsI canuot discover the object of your criti- 
cism, nor find any proposition laid down in it 
for me to oppose, J shall frankly and candidly 
continue the subject of Conscience, 

The study of human nature, is delicate and 
important. ‘To have clear and perfect ideas o! 
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all its parts, requires a mind capable of exer- 
cising candid investigation—correct and per- 
fect discernment and deep thought. There- 
fore,should there be errours in this composition, 
I hope they will be attributed to the want of re- 
quisite abilities, rather than a voluntary impo- 
sition. It is my design, 
Firsi—To consider the nature and origin of 
the faeulty of the mind called Conscience. 
Azcd here 1 would remark, that all the facul- 
ties or principles of the inind are increased 
and strengthened by improvement and age. 
For examp!ce, By a careful aitention to ex- 
ternal circumstances, operating upon our na- 
tures, our taste is improved. By a candid ex- 
amination of facts, and the productions of gen- 
ius, our judgment is matured, and strengthened. 
_ Conscience, is a knowledge or perception of 
good and evil, and its power is weak or strong 
in exact proportion, as the mind is enlighten- 
ed by moral improvement, or by the revelation 
of the will of God. But, as the term know!l- 
edge does not exactly suit your fancy, I will 
express itin different language, viz. lt is the 
fight of truth, revealed immediately by God to 
map. Every human being who is endowed 
with rationalabilities is, in some degree sensi- 
ble of moral obligations; and just so far as 
this sensibility has an influence over a deprav- 
ed heart, just so far the feelings and conduct 
will be turned into a right channel producing 
moral goodness. This sense of obligation, or 
this natural knowledge is produced inthe mind 
by arevelation of the will and character,.of 
Gods Those whe receive his written word, 
asa volume of ¢ivine inspiration, feel them- 
selves obligated to obey its dictates ; and those 
who ace convinced of the existence of a God 
by his works, and of the perfection of his 
character by the harmony of his works, feel a 
sense of duty to their heavenly father from this 
natural or divine knowledge, which they do ac- 
tually possess. This knowledge, or principle, 
or if the reader please, conscience is implant- 
ed in the mind at an early age. As soon as 
we are capable of exercising moral feelings or 
ideas, we havea partial sense of moral obliga- 
tions, And just as soon as we are capable of 
exercisipg such feelings, we are capable of 
knowing right from wrong. And just so far a8 
we act with reference to this knowledge, or ac- 
cording to the dictates of conscience, we act 
right, because “ the voice of conscience is the 
voice of God.” It condemns us when we do 
wrong, and approves our conduct when we do 
right.; Hence the pleasures flowing from a 
peaceful conscience. Hence the pain and mis- 
ery which we feel when it upbraids us. Let 
the candid reader take such a view of the sub- 
ject, and 1 am certain he will sce the force of 
"my arguments, as presented before. For eve- 
ry particle of proof that goes tu substantiate 
the fact, that conscience is an inward monitor, 


| ly principle, as perfect as its Author. This 
light of truth, in some degree, the heathen 
possess ; aud for whatever light they do re- 
ceive, for that, they are under obligation. But 
have I ever said, they are under obligations to ' 
obey all the rules and precepts as prescribed in 
the bible 2 answer no. But they are under ob- 
ligation co love God, for this their consciences 
teach them. This sentiment coincides exactly 
with the Aposile Paul's opinion, when he says, 
Romans ii. 14. “ For when the Gentiles, 
which have not the Jaw, do by nature the 
things contained in the law, these, having not 
the law, are alaw unto themselves.” Also 
the verse ‘preceding this, and the one which 
follows it. 

With these remarks, I leave the subject. 
Yet, “ lest the Editors of the Gosret  Apvo- 
cATE should be idle, I beg leave to ask them a 
few plain and simple questions,” viz. What 
did Christ mean, in his prayer fer his disciples 
and followers when he said, ‘‘1 pray for 
them, [ pray not for the world, but for them 
which thou hast given me out of the world.” 
What does that passage mean which says “ the 
wicked shall be turned into hell and all the 
nations that forget God.” Yours, &c. 

A. B. 
REMARKS. 

As our correspondent cannot discover the object 
of our criticism on the foregoing subject, nor find a- 
ny proposition laid down iu it for him to refute, it 
may be proper to state, that our object was to show 
the incorrectness of his theory of a “ perfect con- 
science ;*’ and that our principal proposition was 
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reprimanding or approving, all the conduet, 
proves with equal clearness, that it is a heaven- 


this, to wit, that A. B. failed in bringing forward a- 
ny thing conclusive in support of his theory. Nor 
do we find the desired proof, or arguments, in the 
foregoing communication. He undertook in his es- 
say published in the Farmer’s Advocate, to show 
that man has a perfect conscience, and we attemp‘- 
ed to make it appear that he came far short of doing 
what he attempted. We shall now examine his se- 
cond attempt; not because of any thing therein con- 
tained particularly offeggive when abstractly consid- 
ered; but because of its bearing upon certain tenets 
which we disapprobate, and which A. B. appears to 
appsove. 

“ A. B.”" in considering the ‘‘ nature and origin’: 
of the faculty of the mind called conscience, says; 
‘that all the faculties or principles of the mind, are 
increased and strengthened. by improvement and 
age.’’ Let us see how this proposition agrees. with 
the tenor of his former essay. He then maintained 
that man has a perfect conscience, and defined it to 
be ‘‘the principle or faculty of the mind, which dis 
cerns between right and wrong; or rather, a correct 
knowledge of things, feelings, and circumstances, 
approving what is right, and condemning what is 
wrong.’’ See Gos. Adv. vol. 5, No: 4, p. 29. Now, 
since A. B. is unable to find any proposition worthy 
of notice in our former remarks, we will give hiyn 
the following. A. B. has contradicted himself! Let 
it be asked, how much can a perfect thing be impro- 
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ved or increased by age? A. B. sets out to prove 1, , 
from the writings of wise men: 2, from the lightof 
spripture : and 3, from its mecessity ; that man has 
fa perfect conscience, andthen declares that this same 
perfect conscience is ‘‘ weak or strongin exact pro- 
Portion as the mind is enlightened by moral improve- 
ment, or by the revelation of the will of God!” If 
then we follow the premisesof A. B. back to the 
commencement of human life, we shall find that the 
infant has no conscience at all, and the heathen but 
avery weak and imperfect one; inasmuch as his 
moral improvement has been very limited. The term 
knowledge suits us perfectly; and after A. B. has 
admitted all that we contend for, it seems almost un- 
necessary for us to add any thing more on the subject 
of a ‘perfect conscience improved by age,’’? &c.— 
But we'will notice another statement made by A. B- 
to see howit agrees with the foregoing. He says 
every human being who is endowed with rational 
abilities, is, in so:ne degree, sensible of moral obli- 
gation; and just so faras this sensibility has an influ- 
ence over a depraved heart, just so far the feelings 
and conduct will be turned intoa right channel, pro- 
ducing moral goodness.” Suppose, then, that the | 
Hindoo widow, from the force of education feels | 
bound byher conscience and all the ties of her reli- 
gion, to immolate herselfupon the funeral pile of her 
husband, how far is her conscience enlightened, and 
to what degree does it influence her depraved heart ? 
Or, again; the Indian, who invents the most crue! | 
tortures to inflictupon his victim, acts as conscien- 
tiously as Calvin died When he burned'Servetus, and 
where, in such case, is the “perfect conscience” of 
A. B.? Admit that every individual has some sense 
of moral obligation; it by m0 means follows that their 
#£onceptions are correct, when tried by the standard | 
ofunerring right, or that all are amenable to a law or | 
rule which is known to but afew. And farther ;— 
if the premises of A. B. are correct, the question 
which was put in our former remarks again recurs— 
are the heathen to be damned for not knowing the 
revealed law of God, when they have had no oppor- 
tunity to acquire an understanding of it? or are they 
accountable to a rule or law which is entirely differ- 
ent from that which they hadbeen taught to revere 
and obey? Admit, for the sake of argument, that our 
friend A, B. has a perfect conscience—one so strong 
and correct—so discriminating and exact in all itsde- 
cisions that it cannot err—so improved by the en- 
lightening rays of science and the revelation ofheav- 
en that it approves of whatever is right and condemns 
whatever is wrong ; now, would A, B. venture to 
consign to endless perdition a poor Indian who, in 
consequence of an crroneous education, supposes he 
is doing right in causing untold sufferings to be dealt 
out to bis victym ? Will A. B. with all this before 
him contend that ignorant sinners will stand ‘‘speech- 
less at the bar of Ged 7” And, again; how much is 
the poor Indian influenced by a ‘revelation of the 
will and character of God;”’ or why is he to be damn- 
ed for acting contrary to the revealed will of heaven, 
while his path is only irradiated by the ‘dim light of 


nature ?”’ Or farther; admitting that ‘‘ those who re- 











ceive the written word of God as a volume of Divine 


, inspiration, feel themselves obligated to obey its 


dictates ; and those who are convinced of the exis- 
tence of.a God by his works, and the perfection of 
his charaeter by the harmony of his works, feel a 
sense of duty to their heavenly Father,”” yet we 
do not discover that either the former or the latter 
are to be “‘hurled by the tempest of depravity into 
the gulf of perdition !’’ For either, or both, are lia- 
ble to entertain erroneous conceptions ; and, there- 
fore, if for no other reason, ought not to be damned 
to all eternity merely because they have the ability 
to judge of “ things, feelings and circumstances,” 
and are so constituted as to be susceptible of im- 
provement in their capability of forming opinions.— 
We cannot see, therefore, that our friend A. B. has 


‘made out what he intended. 


We now proceed to notice the inquiries made by 
our correspondent, and hope he will reciprocate our 
candid endeavours, by giving us at some ‘“‘conyenient 
season’ a reply to the queries contained in the last 
paragraph of the article in our fourth number to 
which we have already referred. He asks; ‘ have 
I ever said that they [the heathen] are under obli+ 
gation to obey all the rules and precepts, as prescri- 
bed in the bible ?7’’"—We answer no;not in so many 
words; but A. B. did contend that the heathen are 
under the same obligations that christians are ; and 
he will not deny that christians are under obligations 
‘to obey all the rules and precepts as prescribed in 
the bible.’? His words are as follows: ‘‘ We are un- 
der obligation to worship God, and we have the bi- 
ble:to inform us of this duty. ‘The heathen, without 
the bible are under the sanz obligation.’’ Verily, if 
our friend has a “perfect conscience’’ we should 
think it would remonstrate against such contradic- 
tions as are found in his arguments. Our conscience, 
though not exactly “ perfect,” cautions us not to be 
severe and therefore we add no more in reply to A. 
B’s first inquiry. 

Question 2. “‘ What did Christ mean in his prayer 
for his disciples and followers, when he said ‘I pray 
for them, I pray not for the world, but those thou 
hast given me out of the world!” We might say in 
reply, he meant just what he said—and what then ' 
Are we to conclude that he did not come to seek 
and to save the world, merely because he said that 
he did not pray for them? Suppose that while A. 
B. was engaged in writing his communication, he did 
not pray for the President of the United States; 
does it follow that he never did, or never will pray 
for him? or that the said president wil! never be 
saved? But possibly A. B. has concluded that none 
will be saved but such as our Saviour prayed for. 
Very well; how many did he pray for? Por his 
primitive disciples, certainly. Did he pray for any 
more? See John, ver. 20, of ch. xvii, ‘‘ Neither pray 
I for these alone; but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word.” All believers, 
then, will be saved according to the probable opinion 


of A.B. Andit may be added, that the vilest of 


sinners were prayed for by higy who spake as nevet 
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man spake. Inthe purest accents of love, mercy, 
and grace, the great Redeemer prayed for his most 
bitter enemies—yea for his murderers! ‘Fathe, 
forgive them they know not what they-do!’’—is a 
‘sufficient refutation of the notion that the desires of 
our Lord were limited to his friends or the few who 
were faithful to follow his examples and reverence 
his precepts. But farther; the “eminent St. Paul, 
exhorts that first ofall prayers intercessions and giv- 
ing of thanks be made for aru mEN, without wrathand 
doubting. There being atime for all things, will ex- 
onerate our Saviour from the charge of being a lim- 
itarian, and show the peculiar impropriety of resort- 
ing to passages like the one proposed by A. B. in 


support of the absurd idea that “some men and angels’ | 


will be damned eternally or {hurled by the tempest 
of depravity into the gulf of perdition!’’ Our Saviour 
prayed that his disciples should be kept from evil and 


‘ sanctified through the truth; but he did not pray for 


their salvation from an endless hel], for this best 
of all reasons, they were not liable to be doomed to 
any such place. ; 

Question 3, ‘‘ What does that passage mean which 
says, ‘‘the wicked shall be turned into bell, and all 
the nations thatforget God ?’’ dn reply, for the sake 
of argument, we will suppose that it means what 
A. B. probably supposes it does, viz. that all wick- 
ed folks, shall finally be cast into a lake of fire and 
brimstone which shall burn to endless Muration.— 
One question will put the labouring oar into the 
hands of our correspondent. Who are wicked? The 
author of the text has answered the question. See 


- Ps. xiv. 2, 3, ‘‘ The Lord looked down from heaven 


upon the children of men, to see if there were any 
that did understand, and seek God. They are all 
gone aside, they are all together become filthy ;— 
there is none that doeth good, so, NOT ONE!”— 
All being wicked, all will be ‘hurled by the temp. 
est of depravity into the gulf of perdition’”—accor- 
ding to the opinion of A. B. and will be eternally 
damned without exception !| But our corespondent 
appears to be under a very palpable mistake. The 
passage under consideration does not read exactly 
to suit his purpose. It docs not say that the wick- 
ed shall be turned into an endless hell; nor do we 
find any proof that it will be impossible for those in 
hell to get out. The pious David himself, as ap- 
pears from his testimony, was once in hel], but liv- 
ed to be delivered from it. See Ps. Ixxxvi. 12, 13. 
“JT will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all. my 
heart; and I will glorify thy name forevermore ;— 
for great is thy mercy toward me; and thou hast 
delivered my soul fromthe Lowest HELL.”’ If then, 
David could find his way out of hell, we conclude 
that all others can; and would just add, that he did 
not mean, in the passage under consideration that 
the wicked and all the nations that forget God shall 


be ‘hurled by the tempest of depravity into the gulf 


of perdition’’ never to be delivered! On the contra- 
ry, the psalmist intended to be understood that the 
wicked and those who forget God shall be made to 
endure those dreadful sorrows which’ follow trans- 





gression and disobedierice as a certain consequence. 
Much more might be said on this subject ; and ev- 
idences adduced to prove beyond controversy that 
hell, according to the obvious scriptural sense of the 
term, does not signify either a state or place of end, 
less misery ; but until A. B. signifies an inclination 
to break a lance with us in the field of argument, it 
is perbaps inexpedient that we should dwell longer 
upon it, Having noticed his remarks on conscience 
and attempted an answer to each of his inquiries, wé 
submit the merits of our cause to the discriminating 
reader. : 


“MUD MEBTINGS.” 

i> We are informed that the presbyterians in 
this village are trying to get up another “revival,” 
and the present state of our streets is mucli in their 
favour! ‘The “‘runners’’ are out, seeking for oppor- 
tunities to lead astray the simple and unwary; and 
all the machinery is in motion! We should be sur- 

rised if some, who obtrude themselves into the 
Swellings of our respectable citizens, should not 
meet with that kind of treatment which will-teach 
them that they are not LicENsED to practise their 
arts uponcommunity indiscriminately. Ifthey wish 
to do good by Berton He and ‘‘converting”’ sin- 
nerfs, we advise them to “begin at hhome,”’ (for hea- 
ven knows there is enough that needs be done a- 
mong themselves) and permit others who are estab- 
lished in doctrines different from their own, to en- 
joy their opinions, without being visited too often 
by graceless revival-makers. We advise youn 
females to put on resolution enough to withstan 
their unsanctified encroachments ; afd to the advo. 
cates of ‘‘ mud meetings,’’ we say—AN EYE Is UPON 


you! 
REVIEW. 

UniversALisM; orn THE Ricn Man anp 
LAZARUS, A SERMON, BY Tuomas Loynssury, 
A. B. Pastor or THe First Pressyrertan 
CONGREGATION IN Ovip. ‘TuiRd EDITION, pp. 
16, 8vo. . 

The abeve is the title of a sixpenny pamph- 
let which cf late has been hawked about our 
streets bya sturdy, abled bodied, and impudent 
fellow, about six feet high, dark complexion, 
weli built, and apparently just out of his minor- 
ity. His insolent intrusions into the dwellings 
of our citizens—his unseemly address—and 
his unblushing effrontery, is without a parallel, 
unless it be in the folly, falsehood, and weak- 
ness of the sermon itself. With the creature 
who peddled the production of Mr. Lounsbury 
we have little clse to-do, than to ’ caution the 
publick to beware of his impositions. With the 
sermon pees it deserve the name) we have. 
something to do, and we shall attempt to per- 
form what devolves upon us, with reference 
only to“ truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth.” We however advertise the 
reader, that it is not any intrinsick merit that 





| we discover in the work itself, which Jeads us 


to notice it; but the importance attached to 
the puerile production, by the aforesaid pedlar 
and his compeers in imposition: We say im- 
position because the sermon is evidently design- 
ed to give the publick an erroneous idea of the 
dectrine which it pretends to expose ; and it i 
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unpardonable for a Batchelor of Arts—a pre- 
tended preacher of the gospel—a soul-saver to 
valm off so palpable a libel upon community 
under the pretence of doing God service. The 
pedlar of the sermon, is worthy of charity, and 
commiseration for he evidently knows no bet- 
ter; but the clerical deceiver who prenned the 
thing, ought to know better than to misrepresent 
our sentiments.—We _ have veither room nor 
inclination to insért the sermon, in our col- 
umns ; but shall begin with the introduction and 
go through as time’an opportunity permit, with 
a review of all that concerns either us or the 
publick. TZ the tusk then. 

The introduction is addressed ‘to the mem- 
bers of ‘the first presbyterian congregation in 
Ovid.” It begins thus :-—“ Beloved Friends : 
From the boldness of certain errourists, who of 
late have infested the borders of our little com- 
munity, it has occurred to me as an indispensi- 
ble duty, that something should be done to ar- 
rest the progress of what seems to be a grow- 
ing evil.”? ‘This “crowinc EviL” is univer- | 
salism ; and we congratulate Mr. Lounsbury | 
for having found out that it is increasing / Ma- 
ny of his brethren have too long shut their eyes 
apon facts, and have suffered their evemy to | 
approach the borders of their Babylon without | 
taking pains to give the alarm. We are glad | 
to hear, from the lips of so renowned a cham- 
pion as Mr. L., that they are at length awaken- | 
ed to a sense of their danger ! But what proof | 
have we that universalism isan evil. If it be | 
RUE, it is a blessing ; and it requires some- | 
thing moe than the rant of a priest to prove it | 
false. How far he has succeeded in showing | 
that the doctrine of universalism is either false 
or injurious, remains to be seen ; and should it 
be made to appear that Mr. L. has rather stength- 
ened thay impaired the evidences that support 
it, his saying that it is an “ evil,” will appear as 
it is—a declaration, without proof cr reason to 
sustain it. 





We cannot but notice the peculiar cant of 
the author of the sermon, in his addressing it 
to parents and their “ beloyed children.” He 
pretends that it refutes universalism, and main- 
tains endless misery ; and presents it to parents 
and their “ beloved children,” as arich legacy ! ! 
Great, indeed, must have been his condescen- 
sion—pure, beyond description, his love for 
parents and children, that he should do them 
so great a faveur! What a precious gift! A 
Sermon, designed to convince the tender par- 
ent, that fathers and mothers will witness the 
inconceivable torments of their children in a- 
nother world, with holy complacency and in- 
difference ! that children will enjoy extatick 
bliss, in hearing the groans of their parents ; 
that brothers and sisters will cause the arches 
of the New Jerusalem to resound with beati- 
fick praises, on hearing the unavailing cries of 
their brothers and sisters for a drop of water 


| quid fire and brimstone ; and, that holy priest: 
will dance over the miseries of the wicked 
with more than mortal joy, increased through 
all eternity by. the groans of the damned ! ! | 
Yes, parents, and children, rnrs is the pre- 
cious gift you ‘have received from your dea: 
Mr. Lounsbury—this the precious legacy, be- 
queathed to you and yours by aman who pre. 
tends tobe your friend! How have you re- 
ceived it ? Have you clasped the treasure te 
your feeling bosoms, and prayed ihat it might 
prove true ? Has a perusal of its pages caused 





| has soured the affections—it 





to cool their parched tongues ina hell of li- 


the tear of joy to trickte down your cheeks? 
Have you rejoiced in anticipation of ultimately 
‘beholding it verified in another world? Or 
have you again and again raised the fervent 
prayer to God, that it may prove FALSE ? 

Let it be asked,’ what benefit has ever ye- 
sulted to mankind from a belief of endless 
misery ? Where are its comforts ? where are its 
good efiects 1 We venture the assertion that it 
has never been productive of any good! It 
has blunted the 
tenderest sensibilities of the human heart—it 
has sowed. discord in families—it has caused 
mothers to destroy their children—it has caus- 
ed rivers of blood to flow from the hearts of 
men—it has “ turned the world upside down” — 
it has increased profanity, and every species oi 
immorality—and it has led impudent fanaticks 
to sport with the dearest rights of man ! 

(To be continued.) 

We extract the following from an old ortho- 
dox book, entitied, “* The Practice of Piety.” 
It will be a treat to the lovers of fire and brim- 
stone, and sufficiently disgusting to the rational 
and humane, without comment. 

“From this judgement-seat thou must be 
thrust by angels, together with all the damned 
devils and reprobates, into the bottomless lake 
of utter darkness, that perpetually burneth with 
fireand brimstone ; into which bottomless lake, 
after thou art once planged, thou shalt ever be 
falling down and never meet a bottom! And 
thou shalt ever lament, and none shall pity thee ; 
thou shalt always weep for pain of the fire /— 
and yet gnash thy teeth for the extremity of the 





MARRIED, 
In this town, on the 14thinst. by Mr. Everett, Mr. 
Mitaw Afams, of this town, to Miss Mirera Apams, 
daughter of Mr. Wm. Adams, of Canterbury, Con. 





DIED, 
At Little Valley, Cattaraugus co. on the 20th ult- 
Mrs. Racuart Gartoway, in the 73d year of her 
age. 
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